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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. - 
North Africa. 

We published, not long since, some intel- 
licence respecting Abyssinia and (he Pasha 
of Egypt, (see pp. 386—8.) ‘The nation» 
that inhabit the North of Africa, have 
hitherto been viewed by the Christian world 
only as barbarians, and the common ene- 
mies of mankind; and nothing has been 
done for their moral improvement. We 
make the following extracts from some 
receut communications made to the Church 
Missionary Society, respecting Tripoli, Tu- 
nis, Algiers, and a part of the interior 
of Africa. Here a new, dark, gloomy field 
of desolation opens to the mind of the Chris 
tian, a darkness and gloom which nothing 
but faith and Christian zeal can dispel : and 
while he looks with despondency over the 
still widening valley of dry bones, which 
almost covers the earth, he can only answer 
in the words of the prophet, when asked 
Can these dry bones live? Lord God 
thou knowest;” it is enough for me to 
know that Thou hast commanded me to 
“‘ prophecy upon these dry bones, and say 
unto them, Oh ye dry bones, hear ye the 


word of the Lord.” 
In a letter dated February 17th, Mr. 


Jowett writes: 

Since I last wrote to you on the 
subject of North Africa, I have receiv- 
ed further intelligence respecting Tri- 
poli. 

J am happy to say, that, from good 
authority f learn, that travelling is by 
no means so hazardous in the Regen- 
cy of Tripoli, as those may be ready 
to think who content themselves with 
a general censure ef the Barbary States. 
The Bashaw is ow the best terms with 
Great Britain; so that our country- 
men would be sure of bis protection ; 
and this, from the nature of his Gov- 
ecnment, is a sufficient recommenda- 
tion, in his dominions. At this mo- 
ment, the British Consul and a Naval 
Officer are on an excursion from Tri- 
poli to Lebida, an ancient sea port, 
about sixty miles eastward, in scarch 
of Antiquities, which the Baskaw in- 





tends as a present to the Prince Re- 
gent. ‘This is a-point of taste which of 
late, even Turks have learnt of Euro- 
pean travellers. 

Should Vaccination be introdueed 
(a subject to which I alluded in a for- 
mer letter), it will,most probably be 
done ona large scale, and by authori- 
ty. If I might hazard a conjecture. 
however, things are not in that degree 
of forwardness, that any public meas- 
ure should be adopted for this year or 
two. The interval seems inviting to 
any one, who should be willing to-em 
ploy itin the study of Arabic, with the 
design of afterward accompanying a 
Mission into the interior of that Re- 
gency ; supposing such a Mission, for 
the purpose of Vaccination, to take 
place : and I see no reason to doubt, 
that such a measure m+y, ia time, be 
adopted. ~The first Mussulman prej- 
udices are overcome: for the Bashaw 
has ailowed two ef his children to be tn: 
oculated: and the result proving fa- 
vourable, he is pleased with it. — 

A Christian Man accompanying 
such a party in the circui which it 
would make, might see and familiarly 
examine every thing ofa preliminary 
nature which our Societv wishes to 
know; while, as an Interpreter his 
services would be truly valuable.— 
Here he will see, with exactness, the 
state of the Mahomedau Schools; for, 
in almost every modern book of Tra- 
vels, we read of these. The veutle- 
man to whom I am indebted for infor- 
mation, expresses sufprise that travel- 
lers should not have chosen Tripoli, 
us the starting place for exploring Af- 
rica. 

There are persors in Tripoli who 
have been at Tombuctoo. With res- 
spect to MSS. he says, that any may 
be had by applying to the Bashaw, 


Concerning the Jews, it is dificult ta 
ascertain their number; but they are 
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found in-every part of the Regeacy, 
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Ms with Synagogues. Very few of them 
accompany the Caravans ; their reli- 
| gion forbidding them. totravel on the 
Bi. Saturday, sufficiently to keep up with 
‘s the company. 


“ae 


A later communication, dated Malta, 
May 26th, conveys further intelligence on 
* the subject of Tripoli. 


I formerly acquainted you with some 
remarks, with which I was favoured by 
Rear Admiral Sir Charles Penrose, 
relative to certain Christian Tribes in 
the interior of Atrica. 

Since that period, [ have had seve- 
f ra! conversations with the Admiral on 
a the same subjeet; and, more recent- 
| ly, with an active intelligent officer, 

capt. Suvyth, of the navy, who has late- 

ly returned from an exploring tour in 

| Africa. From the materials which 

f this officer has, with the atmost frank 

ness; cummunicated to me, fam ena- 

bled to give you the newest and inost 

accurate account of those’parts. It is 

his desire that the Knowledge of the 

state of Africa may be as widely cir- 

culated as possible, in order that oth 

ers may be led to make further re+ 

search. It is most probable, indeed, 

that his official reports, will lead to 

this being done officiaily. In the mean 

time, our friends will be nrach inter- 

rested by the following Sketch, which 

he has enabled me to give of Tripoli 

— its present Government, the State of 

Society, Religion, Literatu: e, Climate, 

&c. together with some account of the 

Christian Tribes, and of the Slave 
Trade. 

The population of the city of Trip- 
oli may be estimated at abeut 24,000. 
It is now more than thirty years that 
the Regency has beew independent of 
the Porte. The present Bashaw, Yu- 
sef Caramanli, the third of the Cara- 
mali Family, ascended the throne in 
1795. Previously to this, and during 
suine of the first years of his reign, his 
character was stained with deep 
crimes. 





Much of his subsequent im- 12 position and circ 


North Africa. 


Captain Smyth mentions the same 


of the Bashaw’s hearing Causes, ag 


Doctor H. iland relates of Ali Pasha. 


The meanest person pleads his own 
cause before him, with a freedom that 
would astonish a European; thus the 
Bashaw becomes acquainted with 
mueh ofthe private history of his sub- 
jects. ‘This, however, is a kind of su- 
perior Court of Appeal, in difficult ca- 
ses. In general, the Kaya, or Admin- 
istrator of Justice (at the present mo- 
ment a Russian) sits every day from 
noon till three o’cleck, at the Castle 
Gate to hear causes. tle is surround. 
ed by the instruments and execution- 
ers of justice, as instant punishinent 
follows conviction ; with the exception 
of capital panishment, which is very 
rare, and never taflicted but for mur- 
der, oifences ag tiust the Government, 
and adultry on the part of women. Ev- 
ery man, even a siave, pleads his own 
crise, with the greatest freedom The 
Kaya’s situation is supposed to be lu- 
crative, as he settles disputes between 
Government and the Arabs. 

The Bashaw’s intelligence, activity, 
and decided character, have given hiur 
an extent of territory and power of 
which no other Afvican Potentate car 
boast. His line of coast reaches from 
about Gerba, long. 11°, to Palaumba, 
long. 27° E.: at the eastern extremity 
of which, his e/dest son lives in a state 
of rebellion against him; but he has 
nothing to fear from that quarter. To. 
the Intertor, the Bey of Fazzan is of 
his appointment, and pays him tri- 
bute: the E:mperor of Bornou was al- 
so by him placed and established on 
his throne: so that to the great river, 
in tat. 15°, through the means of the 
Bashaw at Tripoli, a traveller might 
pass with quite as much securily and 
convenience as men of enterprise gen- 
eraily require, in setting out ov theic 
researches. 

His partiality to theEnglish(accoun- 
ted for by our naval character, and by 
amstances of Mal: 


provement is atiriuted to the infla- ta) seems equivalent to an invitation 


ence exercised over 


of Eurepoan descent, whose death 


wus much deplored by his subjects. 
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him by a wife to some Engiish tiaveiler. 


eneveralimiited toany 


‘They ap- 


The Jews are 
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ply themselves to trade, and the Meors 
cannot traffic wiihout them. The 
Bashaw when he buys jewels, &c, has 
them first valued bya Jew. Providing 
the Haram with wearing apparel is en- 
trusted to Jewish women. The Jews 
have nothing to do with agriculture, 
pot even in country plaees; but fol- 

low handicraft and jewellery. Though 
severely taxed, their condition here is 
better than in any ether part of Afri- 
ca. They havea Cadi of their own 
nation to settle all their differences. 
They are very litigious among them- 

selves but neither active nor brave. 
It is a singular fact, that the people of 
this nation are always compelled to 
perfor m the office of public execution- 
er. ‘There is a wall in the Castle for 
this purpose. On one side, the Jew 
fixes tle rope to the neck of the crim- 
inal: it is then thrown over the wail, 
where several others pull him up witb- 
out seeing who it is. 

The Moors apply to trade, to the 
manufacture of muskets, pistols, bar 
racans and slippers, to the dying of 
cloth and skins and embroidering on 
leather, &¢. 

The Wandering Arabs have charge 
of all the agriculture, and rearing of 
cattle. They are ata vast distance from 
civilization. They learn to read one 
board, with part of a prayer on it; 
whereas the Moors read portions of 
tales. Their implements of husband- 
ry are primitive, and their method de- 
structive; for, as soon as the land a- 
round them becomes less productive, 
and cattle have devoured all the pas- 
ture, they strike their tents and move 
to some more fertile spot, where they 
remain until a similar necessity Coin- 
pels them to retire. 

The Jews and Christians are much 
despised but allowed the free exercise 
of their religion. Their funeral pro- 
cessious are invariably treated with 
reverence. 

The Mahomedau Priests are com- 
paratively few, and very little expense 
te the community, there being no es- 
tablished tithes ; for though the Proph- 
et left an injunction that every Mus- 
sulman should devote a tenth of his 
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property to charity, the mode and ob- 
Ject are leftto his choice. The priest, 
consequently, depends on his personal 
property, and on voluntary contribu- 
tions. In country places, they thrive 
well. They are not bound to celibacy. 
Their office is, to promulgate the Ko- 
ran, and as they express it the Verbal 
Laws of Mahomet. 

Every house in Tripoli has a piece 
of coloured glass in the window, or the 
figure of a hand painted on the wall 
to KEEP OUT THE EVILEYE. ‘The graves 
of Priests are sanctuarie$ ; {10m which 
a man cannot be taken, although he 
may be starved there. It is observa- 
ble of Turkish Festivals, that they do 
not interfupt business. The peeple 
are very superstitious about fairies: 
they do not believe in ghosts. It is 
well known, that in many Mahome- 
dau countries, it is usual to shut the 
City gates every Friday at noon, from 
the belief of a prophecy that prevails 
among them, that the christians will 
take them by surprize on that day and 
hour. Capt. Smyth was several times 
detained in Tripoli by this circum- 
stance, on a Friday. 

Religious loleration prevails in Tri- 
poli, ina higher degree than in Tunis; 
Algiers, or Morocco. 

The Bashaw is himself emancipat- 
ed from the influence of the Priests. 
An instance of bis superiority to the 
Marabuts (the common name of the 
Priests and learned men) is related, 
such as would have occasioned a re- 
volt in Algiers or Morocco, A Mara- 
but one day presented himself at 
Court, and prophecied that the Eng. 
lish would make war on them within a 
certain time. The Bashaw ordered 
him into safe custody, promising a re- 
ward if the prophecy proved true, but 
threatened if false five hundred basti- 
nadoes. At the expiration of the 
period the Bashaw’s threat was exe- 
cuted. 

There is, indeed, every indication 
of a general decay of Mabomedan in- 
tolerance. Capt. Smyth was always 
permitted to enter the ‘Mosques, only 
taking off his shoes at the coor. The 
Moors ate and drank with him; and 
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this even in country places, where they 
are more simple and strict, and less 
familiar with Cliristians. 

Captain S:nyth visited about seven. 
teen of the schools in the city, four of 
which appeared to be large, con’ ain- 
ing about thirty scholars each. They 
seemed pleased with his attention. 
The Teacher is not alwaysa Marabut. 
His pay is generally about ten buck- 
hemshiens a day : eighty of which be- 
ing equal toa dollar, his daily pay is 
about sevenpence-halfpeuny English. 
His scholars sit all round him, he be- 
ing in the middle of the room. They 
have boards in their hands, which, be- 
ing first whitened with chalk? have 
sentences of the Koran written on 
them with charcoal. The spunging 
of the beards clean, and preparing 
them from time to time, is the master’s 
work, and must occasion no small la- 
bour and loss ef time. Children are 

taught to read these sentences, which 

is done with great clamour and confu- 
sion; very much as in the worst dames’ 
schools, in the less cultivated parts of 
England. As soon as the hour of 
prayet is announced from the Mina- 
ret, the youths decamp, and the mas- 
ter is left to prepare the boards for the 
next lesson. 

Of the degree of learning professed 
by these Marabuts, the followit ig fact, 

eculiarly deserving the notice of ‘the 
Briushand Foreign “Bil le Society, will 
serve to give yo. some idea. Capt. 
Smyth shewed to several of them the 
Arapic Bible. They readily under- 
stood the characters; but none of 
them could read it, as the vernacular 
tongue ofall tiese parts is the jargon 
called Lingua Franca; and this Cant. 
Smyth was informed, was understood 
by some one ia imost of tlre interior 
caravans. 

Notwithstanding the extremely 
wretched nature of their education, 
the youth generally shew great apiness 
to learning. Bat this hi opeful disposi- 


tion is as generally kept under 3. for, 
as soon as any youth displays a 1 Open- 
ing miad, or enterprising spirit (f oY eX- 
a nole in commerce), he is checked 


by his sup erters; as if it were danger- 
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ous to leave him to the impulse of gen- 
ius. The consequence is, that they 
seem to grow more stupid as they 
grow older. 

One indication of their good capa- 
city, and a certian degree of knowl- 
edge, is, that when Capt. Smyth was 
on his travels, and took his astronomi- 
cal observations, the natives, in their 
way, made theirs also. This is pecu- 
liarly the case with those who traverse 
the Deserts; a profession which re- 
quires, in fact, much the same kind of 
knowledge as navigation. One eve- 
uing, as they were travelling in the 
dark, and had missed their way, they 
were all on the look out for a rising 
star. On seeing Dubhe, in the Great 
Bear, thev gave a general shout, and 
proceeded on their way in security. 

The climate of Tripoli is, by ‘the 
Europeans resident there, considered 
as healthy. ‘The most prevalent dis- 
eases are, opthalmia, chronic rheuma- 
tisms, white swellings, and leprosy. 

Opthalmia is very much aggravated 
by the white-washed walls. The lep- 
rosy forms bloches; sometimes heal- 
ing Up and then breaking out afresh; 
frequently forming a continued sore. 
Medical and chirurgical knowledge is 
very limited; the native physicians 
are few, and have bat little practice, 
owing to the general health of the in- 
habitants. ‘Their principal methods 
are, bleeding, scarifying, burning and 
cupping. As they de pe nd chiefly on 
topic al remedies, burning is much used. 
The irons for this purpose are of dif- 
ferent sizes, with figures at the ends ; 
and are applied, to various parts of 
the body, red hot, so as to raise a blis- 
ter. ‘They have an aversion to medi- 
cine taken internally. Jn ordinary ca- 
ses of sickness, regimen is their grand 
resource. Ainpuiations are quickly 
performed: the arteries are not taken 

up; but, when the limb is off, the 
stump is thrust into bot pitch. [n pab- 
lic executions for theft, the offending 
hand is chopped off, and the arm im- 
mediately put into hot pitch. The 
Arabs, and the lower classes of the 
Moors, when sick, are imposed oa by 
the Marabuts; wio sell them charms 








and amulets. They have no poor- 


houses or hospitals. 
( To be concluded. ) 





UKASE. 
Addressed to the Legislative Synod at 


Moscow, by Alexander, Emperor of 


Russia. 

“During my late travels through 
the Provinces, ‘Iwas obliged, to my no 
small regret, to listen to speeches 
pronounced by certain of the clergy 
in different parts, which contained un- 
becoming praises of me—praises 
which can only be ascribed unto God. 
And as I am convinced in the depth 
of my heart of the christian truth, that 
every blessing floweth unto us through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ a- 
lone, and that every man, be he whom 
he may, without Christ, is fall only of 
evil, therefore to ascribe unto me the 
glory of deeds, in which the hand of 
God hath been so evidently manifest- 
ed before the whole world, is to give 
wuto men that glory which belongeth 
unto Almighty God alone. 

“i accountit my duty, therefore, to 
forbid all such unbecoming express- 
ions of praise, and recommend to the 
aaeny Synod to give Instructions to all 

the Diocesan Bisho; ps, that they them- 
selves, and the cler ey under them, 
may on similar occasions tn future re- 
frain from all such expressions of 
praise so disagreeable to my ears; 
and that they may render unto the 
Lord of Hosts alone, Thanksgiving for 
the blessings bestowed on us, and pray 
for the out-poring of his grace apon all 
of us; conforming themselves in the 
matter to the words of Sacred Writ, 
which requires us to render to the 
King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible, the 
only wise God, hondur and glory for ° 
everandever. ALEXANDER.” 


From the Religious Remembrancer. 


Mr. Scott—Believin that the follow- 
ing communication will be interesting, 
not only to yourself, but to all who ad- 
mire the character of the Emperor of 
Russia, t beg leave to request a place 
for it in your interesting “ Remem- 


The Emperor of Russia, and Prince Galitxin. 
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brancer.” It was communicated by 
the Rev. Mr. Paterson, to a preacher 
belonging to the society of Friends in 
London, and by him related to the 
person from whose letter I now copy 
the intelligence. A. M. M. 

“For many years a great friend- 
ship subsisted between the Emperor of 
Russia and Prince Galitzin. It is said 
they had been unbelievers. It is how- 
ever beyoud a doubt, that they were 
both opposed to the influence of vital 
religion, as may be observed from the 
following relation. 

“The office of “ Minister of Reli- 
gion” being vacant, the emperor being 
desirous of disposing of it to an indi- 
vidual whom he esteemed; but under- 
standing he was from principle at- 
tached to the Braue, he altered his in- 
tention, and, with se yme difficulty, pre- 

vailed upon ‘the Prince to accept the 
situation. ‘The Prince very early felt 

himself in an awkward predicament, 

not knowing how to discharge, with 
propriety, the duties which now de- 
volved on him. He therefore applied 
to the bishop of the diocese, and ask- 
ed ,his advice how he should proceed. 
in iis arduous undertaking. The bish- 
op referred him to a certain book, 

where he said he would find every ne- 
cessary instruction, and which he eu- 
treated him to stady, observing “ if he 
faithfully did so, lie would find no dif- 
ficulty in rightly pro@ceding in his new 
situation.” This book was the Braxe. 
To this he made some oppositien, but 
in a short time he secretly obiained a 
sible; read it with much attention ; 
aud the:more he read, the more his 
understanding became enlightened 
and his mind satisfied. This was a 
short period previous to the entrance 
.of the Frencharmy into Russia. When 
the account of that event reached 
Petersburgh, the Russian Court were 
in great alarm. Every one appeared 
to carry terror in his countenance. 
Prince Galitzin alone seemed to be 
calm aad composed. This circum- 
stance caused universal surprise.— 
Knowing the sincere _ atlachment 
which existed between the Emperor 
aud himself, the former had noticed 
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it, and could hardly suppose that any 
person could be thus tranquil under 
circumstances which seemed to threat- 
en ruin to the Russian nation. Net- 
ther would he believe his friend was 
a traitor, or insensible to the present 
difficulties. The Emperer one day 
culled on the Prince, and asked him 
‘how it was that he was so composed 
while every one else was in dismay °° 
To which he replied, that he had of 
' Jate read the Scriptures, and that they 
had fortified his mind against every 
danger, and given him a firm trnst in 
divine help and protection. The Bi- 
ble lying on the table, he urged the 
Emperor’s peruss! of it, believing if 
he did, it would have the same calm- 
ing influence on his mind. At these re- 
marks the Emperor appeared displeas- 
ed, and, with some violence, pushed 
the Bible from him; it fell open upon 
the fleor. The Prince took it up, and 
entreated the Emperor to let him read 

the part which was then open. At 
length he consented. It was the 91st 
Psalm. The Emperor was much 

struck with its appropriate and con- 
sollug language. | 

“ When the Russian army was a- 

bout to depart from Petersburgh to 

meet Bonaparte, the Emperor and of- 

ficers went to Church, as is the usual 

custom, previous to an army’s going 

onan expedition. The Emperor was 
greatly astonished when that part of 
the service of the Greek Church was 

read (which was a portion of the 

mt aie which contained the 91st 

Psalm. He apprehended that Prince 

Galitzin (who was with him) had de- 

sired this, and, on questioning him, he 

declared that he “had not seen the 

‘rson who had read the service, nor 
had he directly or indirectly any com- 
munication with him, since the con- 
versation they had together about the 
Scriptures. 

“The Emperor now became, in some 
measure, sensible of the value of the 
Scriptures, and while in the camp with 
his army, he sent for a chaplain of one 
of the regiments toread to him. His 
surprise may be readily imagined 
when the chaplain commenced read- 
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ing the saine Psalm. He immediately 
asked him “ who told him to read that 
particuiar Psa!m?” To which he re- 
plied, “ God ;” for on being informed 
on what account the Emperor had 
sent for him, he had most earnestly 
implored divine direction in selecting 
such a portion as would benefit the 
Emperor ; and that it was froma di- 
vine impulse he had selected that 
part. The Emperor now became 
more and more delighted with the Bi- 
ble, and his subsequent conduct proves 
the influence its sacred truths had on 
his mind.” 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 





DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


Nineteenth Annual Narrative of Mis- 
stonary service directed by the Trus- 
tees of the Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut, principally in the year 1817. 

Friends to the enlargement of the Re 

deemer’s Kingdom. 

Conciseness has been regarded in 
the compilation of the following Nar- 
rative. On this principle, the num- 
ber of miles travelled; of families, 
schools, and sick persons visited; of 
conferences, councils, church and 
prayer meetings, and funerals attend- 
ed; of hopeful converts admitted to 

Christian privileges on a profession of 

piety; and of sacramental administra- 

tions; with those more minute details 
of missionary duty which every man 
employed is required to give, in the 
journals of his labers, will be found to 
have been omitted. The reasons are 
obvious. The insertion of such arti- 
cles would be repetitions rather than 
usefal. It would augment the size of 
the publication, while it could add lij- 
tle or nothing essential to such infor- 
mation as the pious reader will desire. 

Those who affectionately consider 
this work of the Lord have well known 
for years, that the missienary voca- 
tion is self denying and laborious. 

Their conviction has been complete, 

that it demands every degree of vigii- 

ance and circumspection, of wisdom 











and persevering fidelity in winning 
souls. 

It will be seen, that the views of the 
Ti ustees have embraced notonty such 
destitute sections of our--country as 
are comparatively near, but such as 
are far distant. Some of the labours 
here mentioned were, of course, per- 
formed the preceding year— the jour. 
nals not having arrived seasonably for 
a place in the last annual Narrative. 

it will be, furthermore, observed, 
ihat the Missiona.ies emp!oyed have 
been men, generally, though wot in 
every instance, holding pastoral char- 
ges in the midst of the destitute re- 
gions. From every circumstance they 
must unavoidably derive many advan- 
tages, not soon attained by others for 
a judicious application of time and 
sirength to the service of Christ among 
those that do not-enjoy the appointed 
means of salvation. 

Much experience ‘has fully persua- 
ded the ‘Trustees, that the establish- 
ment of good ministers in the new set- 
ements, for such portion oftheir time 
as the people of their stated charges 
can afiord them support, conduces 
more effectually to the prosperity of 
the Christian cause. It has there- 
fore, been among the objects of their 
plan to encourage, as far as practica- 
ble, the settlement of faithful men in 
the various parts-of the anissionary 
lield. 

The account now -exhibited com- 
mences «ith labours performed in 
such parts of that field as are less dis- 
tant. 

Vermont.—Wonderfulard-extensive 
were the operations-of divine grace in 
that division of our country. Descrip- 
tions of them have been published and 
widely circulated. They have awak- 
ened gratitude and praise in the hearts 
of God’s people upon earth. Among 
the angels in heaven there has-been 
joy, for many smners were brought to 
repentance. 

The Trusteesdevoutly acknowledge 
the love and kindness of God, our Sa 
viour, manifested in causing the exer- 
tions of Missionaries there to be in- 
strumental in accomplishing the de- 
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signsof his mercy. Through his -gra- 
cious smiles, their labours were notin 
vain. Hedid not leave them to spend 
their strength for nought. Visding 
daily, aud from house to house,seem- 
ed to be rendered particularly eflica- 
cious. 

Their preaching and instruction 
were employed chiefly in the more 
mountsinous and central parts—re- 
gions which had long been spiritually 
desolate. “The Rev. Aum: Nichols, 
whose stated charge is in Braintree, 
was more than nine weeks in the mis- 
sionary service. Much of his time 
was passed in places-where the revi- 
vals of religion were experienced. 
Those revivals mace his coming and 
labours uncommonly ‘useful and ac- 
ceptable to ‘the people. Such was 
their destitute condition, and such 
were then their impressions on the 
great subject of eterna! life, that noth- 
ing on earth could rejoice them more 
than the presence of one who came to 
bring the goud “tidings which the gos- 
pel reveals. 

For a much longer term the Rev. 
Justin Parsons was eigaged in mis- 
sionary labour. He delivered one 
hundred sermons. His pastoral charge 
is in Plainfield. He travelled:a'b: oad- 
er field than Mr. Nichols, though in 
part comprehending the same towns. 
He accordingly beheld the displays 
and the triumphs of grace over a more 
numerous population. Ie wasjoyful- 
ly received by the ‘good people; bad 
many expressions of gratitude for his 
services; and-was a happy witness ef 
the divine ‘blessing-on his exertions. 

The Rev. John Lawton, has a sta- 
ted charge in Windbam. [He was em- 
ploved ‘in the county of Caledonia. 
There he found himse!fin the midst of 
avast field white already for the har- 
vest. Iilustrious were the triumphs of 
grace. Many stout hearted sinners 
were made to bow under the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit. But while 
multitudes of hearts were thus open to 
the reception of truth as it is in Christ, 
teachers, skilful in the word of life, 
could not be obtained. Opinions er- 
roncocs aml dangerous were uu culca- 
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ted with lamentable diligence and suc- 


cess. In more than twenty towns, of 


the vicinity, there were no intelligent 
and able teachers of those doctrines, 
which make the soul wise unto salva- 
tion.. It would be impossible for any 
person, who had not been on the 
ground, to conceive of the pressing 
calls for help, from the peopie of many 


towns, who, a year before, seemed al-- 


mosi as indifferent to spiritual things 
as the beasts that perish. He states, 
that about ten months previous to the 
date of his last communication, a lec- 
ture had been appointed and only ten 
persons attended. In the same place 
then, the people so crowded the house 
and thronged the windows, that the 
preacher was unable to retire, for 
wore than an hour after the usual ser- 
vices were ended—such numbers with 
tears were inquiring, “ What they 
should do to be saved?” After all, he 
felt as though the half could not be 
told. 

Pennsylvania.—In New- Milford and 
its vicinity the Rev. Oliver Hill, has a 
pastoral charge. A simal| part of his 
time was spent in the missionary field. 
His labours were performed in the 
county of Susquehannah, and in the 
neighbouring county of Broome, state 
of New-York. In the course of five 
weeks he delivered twenty-five ser- 
mons. He found urgent need of Mis- 
sionaries in that quarter. The whole 
county of Susquehannah had only two 
ministers of the congregational or 
presbyterian denomination ; and those 
two were almost the only Missionaries 
who had laboured in that destitute re- 
gion. Though professors of religion 
eontinued steadfast in the faith, vet 
he had to lament the prevalence of a 
lukewarm spirit... No remarkable revi- 

vals refreshed and animated the fol- 
lowers of Christ. 

In the countiesof Wayne; Bradford, 
and Susquehannah, and in several 
counties of New-York bordering upon 
them, the Rev. Ebenezer Kivgsbury, 
whose stated charge is in Harford, 
travelled and laboured 26 weeks. 
While in this employment he deliver 
ed one hundred ‘and thirty-five ser- 


mons. He had ofien previously beex 
over the same ground in the same 
work. Calls for missionary labou, 
were more trequent and impressive, 
and meetings were more solemn and 
full, than in any preceding period of 
his acquaintance with tliat country. 
Sull, he found no gevera!l awakenin 
in any place. Individuals, however, 
were hopefully turned to the Lord. 
Some sma!! churches were favoured 
with considerable additions. <A dis- 
position to support religious institu- 
tions, and to hear the truth, was in- 
creasing. He was received with as 
much kindness as formerly, and with 
more apparent affection. ‘The faith- 
ful exertions of missionaries there, had 
been blessed. Numbers regarded 
those exertions as the means by which 
a divine hand led tiem to repentance, 
and enriched them with the hopes and 
consolations of the gospel. Butit was 
peta afiecting to behold the desti- 
ute condition of that extensive tract. 
fn the whole county of Wavne there 
was not one minister denominated 
congre gational or _ sbyterian. 
State of New-York.— Among the des- 
tittiie settlements oi Genessee and the 
Holland.Purchase the Rev. Eleazar 
Fairbanks laboured seventeen weeks. 
His pastoral charge isin-———. In 
several places he beheld very anima- 
ling tokens ofa gracious woik. *A qi- 
vine blessing seemed to crown his own 
exertions by making them mstrnmen- 


tal of gathe ring souls into the told of 


the Great Shepherd, He had also oc- 
casion, in many instances, to lament 
the too successful indastrv with which 
the most destructive delusions were 
propagated. : 

The Rev. Elihu Mason, during the 
term of sixteen weeks, delivered nine- 
ty seven sermons. He had no pasic- 
ralcharge. He was employed chiefly 
in the northern, eas tere, and southern 
parts of the Hoilavd Purchase. His 


services were extended over a tract of 


about fifty miles by forty. The set- 
tlements there had been generally for- 
med within twelve years. Very small 
is the number of ministers established 
in that region—very few the Mission- 
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aces that have ever laboured in that 
§je!d. He found, however,a growing 
resqiatl for aetnd and religious institu- 
dons. He was, in general, kindly re- 
ceived, and in many instances with 
the warmest expressions of gratitude 
to the Society by whose appointment 
he was there. Numerous were the 
places in which there had been recent 
and great revivals of religion. Many 
persons he found yet under the aw ak- 
ening influences of the Holy Spirit— 
many deeply solicitious on the subject 
of salvation. In almost every settle- 
sent which he visited were numbers 
who, convinced of their sinfulpess and 
ruin, were anxiously inquiring the way 
of forgiveness and reconciliation to 
God, and vet had no ambassador otf 
Christ to guide them. Often did the 
sight of a Misstonary draw forth tears 
of joy, aud his instructions were re- 
ceived with great delight. They held 
me elings regularly for reading on the 
Lord’s day, and conferences were fre- 
wie presses the week. Ile was 
much afiected as he found almost ev- 
ery where, a deplorable want of coar- 
rect ministerial labours. Multitudes, 
especi ially of the young, whose hearts 
the revivals had prepared fur the re- 
ception of the true doctrimes, were 
imminently expased to be led astray 
by the persevering assidnity of false 
teachers th: at abounded among them. 
it appes red evident, beyend a reason- 
able doubt, that, could: a number of 
suitable missionaries be ceaplaved in 
that region, many flourishing church- 
es and societies would soon be estab- 
lished. By such means, the strong de- 
lusions impressed on the minds of the 
people by heretical instructors,and by 
corrupting books, that were indusiri- 
ously circulated. might be effectually 
counteracted. Manv families were 
destitute even ofa Bible. The sacred 
volume, and beoks of every descrip- 
‘ion whieh traly explain and power- 
fully enforce the doctrine and duties it 
reveals, would be joyfully received. 
Sixteen weeks were devoted to a- 
nother section of the Holland Fur- 
chase by the Rev. John F. Bliss. [is 
pastoral charge wasiu Avon. A rap- 
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id increase of population had, within a 
few years, filled many of the towns 
with inhabitants. Asin new settle- 
ments generally, so in that region, the 
people—a great proportion of them— 
were far from being wealthy. They 
were also much—verv much—divided 
by sectarian influence. In some of 
the towns that were filled with inhabit- 
ants, no churches of the congregation- 
al or presbyterian denomination had 
been formed. Several were the in- 
stances in which he collected and for- 
med into churches the professors of 
religion who, from sarious and distant 
parts of the cou trv, had settled in 
such towns. He was uniformly re- 
ceived with attention and kindness.— 
The good people very fervently ex- 
pressed their thankfulness to him, and 
to the Society by wich he was em- 
ploved. Tears oftratitude, as he cal- 
led from house to honse, reudered ma- 
ny of the scenes tender and interesting, 
In the towns, which he visited, revi- 
vals had-been numerous and power- 
ful, though not as extensive as among 
the settlements in which Mr. Magou 
laboured. ; 

On the Niagara frontier—a western 
border of the Hol!and Purchase—the 
Rev. David M. Smith. was sixteen 
weeks in missionary service. He had 
the charge of achurch and congrega- 
tion in Lewiston. He was witness, to 
no special revivals of religiogs atten- 
tion. Socia! orderand morality, how- 
ever, were progressively improving. 
Much gratitude was expressed for the 
herevolence of those who patronize 

the objects of the Missionary Society. 
While the peoyle rejoiced in having 
their present wants thus remembered 
hy their distant brethren, they hoped 
to be extricated, ere long from their 
embarrassinents: and to be able not 
only to provide for themselves the en- 
| privileges, but 
aiso to nssist in extending the same 
favour to the destitute in other re- 


jovment of evangelica 


gions. 

The Rev. John Spencer has no pas- 
tora! charge. Ile, therefore, gives 
himself wholly to thie work. The 


south-wester!v parts of the Holland 
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Purchase have been the principal 1792 the Church was formed, consist. 
field of his labours. Occasionally the ing of 11 members, 7 males and 4 fe- 
Jast year, he entered Pennsylvania. He males. During the ensuing Autumn 
delivered three hundred and eighty- there was a revival of religion. ‘The 
one sermons.: In a few tewns he was church at this period was seldom priv- 
‘the joyful witness of great revivals. ileged with ministerial labour, yet it is 
Religious appearances weie in gener- believed that the Divine Redeemer 
al, more favourable, than in the pre- was graciously present in their meet- 
¢eding years. Fora long period, he ings for conference and prayer; blessed 
has been conversant with those parts their humble efforts to advance His 
of the Purchase. He must be conse- cause, and replenished their souls with 
quently, a competent judge of the pro spiritual joy. 

gress which morality and religion have [In March 1794 the people were fa~ 
made. While the precious revivals, voured with the labours of Rev. Am- 
ofthe past year, were confined to a mi R. Robbins, and Rev. Peter Starr, 
few towns, he lived and laboured in missionaries from Connecticut. On 
hope, that in mercy to perishing sin- the 26th of this month 45 persons were 
ners, the displays of redeeming grace added to the church, and the present 
would be yet much farther extended Articles ef Faith and Covenant were 





and multiplied. adopted. In 1797 there were five 
(Toe be concluded. ) persons added to the church; and7 in 

1798. During this vear there was an 

REVIVAL OF RELIGION. unusual attention to religion. In the 


A brief sketch of the History of the *atter part of the year 189%, a revival 
Church in Shoreham, (Vt.) commu- of religion commenced, and continu- 


cated by the Rev. Mr. Morton. ed into the year 1803. A revival al- 
a ae so commenced in the latter part of 
In the remarkable vieissitudes of the 


Church in this place, there is much use- the year 1804, and continued during 
ful instruction. By the experience of oth- she whole of the year 1805. ; 

ers, we are taught that there is much re- The zeal of the people, in those 
maining cerruption in the best ef Chris- happy days, to attend on the means of 
tians ; and while we lament that these who grace was truly commendabie. Al- 


are a light to the world, should so fre- ' , 
quentiy be a cause of stumbling. We have though for the most part deprived of 


great reason to rejoice in the covenant the preached Gospel, they met statedly 
faithfulness of God, who is everready to on the Sabbath for the worship of 
forgive and bless his children who repent God, and frequently on other days. 
and do their first works. The little church also observed days 
Narratives of the rise and progress of fasting and prayer. Such was the 
of religion in a place are honourable eagerness of the people, that after 
to God, ana edifving to His people.— having borne the burden and heat of 
They are sometimes the means of the day, it was not esteemed a hard- 
arousing the ungodly from the slum- ship, but a delight, to walk two, three 
bers of sin, and of producing the anx- or four milestoa conference. A rainy 
ious enquiry, * what shall we do?” It day and 9 maddy road were seldom 
is with a humble hope that God may a barrier sufficient to hinder the mem- 
be glorified, Christians comforted,and hers of the Church, separated in dif- 
some stupid sinner led to pause and ferent and distant parts of the town, 
reflect on his situation, that I furnish from meeting together for instruction, 
you with a narrative of thisChurch. supplication and praise. And fre. 
A short time previous to the revo- quently did a lighted torch guide indi- 
Jutionary war a few individuals came viduals in the foot-path through miles 
te this town, and began a settlement. of wood to the place where prayer was 
But they abandoned it during that wontto be made. This zeal was not 
contest. After its termination, they confined to seasons of religious atten- 
returned, and soon the increase of tion. There was a good degree of 
settlers was considerable. Iu May punctuality and faithfulness in the 











Clurch generally. They seemed to 
be of one heart and one soul. 

The records of the Church are de- 
fective respecting the time when mem- 
bers were admitted; but we learn 
from them, however, that from May 
24, 1798, to December 24, 1805, there 
was an increase to the Church of 29 
members. 

On the 26th of December 1805, Rev. 
Evans Beardsley was ordained pastor 
of this Church. In the vear 1806, 25 
persons united with the Church. Dur- 
ing the three succeeding years there 
were but two individuals added to the 
Church. | May 3, 1809, Rev. Mr. 
Beardsley was dismissed. 

Previous to his dismission there 
were serious difficulties in the Church 
These continued and became more 
and more alarming. The sanctuary 
was almost forsaken; the sacrament- 
al Supper for a long time was discon- 
tinued; brother was arrayed against 
brother, and those, who had solemnly 
covenanted to walk in love, refused to 
hear each other pray. 

Such was the criminal and deplora- 
ble situation of the Church in August 
1869, when Rev. Samuel Cheever was 
employed to preach in this place. In 
autumn of this year a revival of reli- 
gion commenced in Middlebury and 
several places. There were, however, 
no signal displays of Divine Grace 
here till about the time of the State 
Thanksgiving. On the evening of 
this day a ball and a religious confer- 
ence were appointed. The ball was 
but thinly attended; for some of the 
managers, and many of the youth, 
prefered the house of prayer to the 
place of amusemem. ‘The work had 
now evidently begun, and from this 
time it rapidly increased. To use 
the language of Mr. Cheever, the faith- 
ful and honoured instrument of pro- 


moting the gloriows work, “it was 


now a rare thing for a number of 
weeks that we held a conference, 
without hearing both the groans of 
the wounded, and the songs of the 
delivered.” The heavens were bow- 
ed, the Holy Ghost descended, and 
simmers were evidently born again; 
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but the Church was still divided. In 
the midst of this unhappy schism, it 
is believed that some part of the 
Church was favoured with the spirit 
of grace and supplication. On Sat- 
urday after thanksgiving the Church 
had a meeting on the subject of their 
difficuities, and appeiuted a day of 
the following week as a season of fast- 
ing and prayer. ‘The. succeeding 
week the Church met on the same 
business, and bappily it was a sea- 
son of sorrow and gladness; every 
eye was batlied in tears, every coun- 
tenance glowed with joy. The mem- 
bers of the Church, male and female, 
nutually confessed their faults, and 
both asked and received forgiveness 
ofeach other. Sensible that their un- 
hallowed contensious had brought a 
pubiic seandal on the cause of Christ, 
the Church as a body came forward 
on the next Lord’s day, and made a 
public and humble confession to the 
congregat‘on. Seldom was a scene 
more solemn and affecting. Here 
was a whole Church, but a few days 
since alienated apparently beyond the . 
pessibility of reconciliation, now with 
all the tenderness and harmony of 
fraternal love, with tears of penitence 
and joy, publicly confessing their 
faults and asking the forgiveness of 
unbelievers. This was evidently a 
matter of joy to the congregation ; and 
probably no other event was instru- 
mental of se much good. The con- 
verts were filled with delight; oppo- 
sers and infidels were confounded.— 
Previous to this happy reconciliation, 
the members of the Church were fre- 
quently interrogated by the converts, 
“have you settled your difficulties ? 
We want a home.” On the same 
week in which the Church made her 
confession, | | persons presented them- 
selves as candidates for admission, 
and gave satisfactory evidence of pi- 
ety. On the following 22; and thus it 
continued week after week, till on the 
last Sabbath in January 1810, the 
Church which lately appeared on the 
eve of rvip, was enlarged by the ad- 
dition of 62 members. On the last 
Sabbath in March, 31 were received 















664 Revival 
into the Church, and in June at a 
sacramental season, 16—making in 
all 109; of whom upwards of 50 were 
heads of families. ‘This revival brought 
into the Church some of the most re- 
spectable inhabitants of the town. I 
am informed likewise, that during this 
religious attention, not far from 60 
persons united with the Baptist Church 
in this place. 

From June 1810 to the ordination 
of the present Pastor June 30, 1314, 
24 were received into the Chureh, 
Since his ordination 45. 

Here the narrative might close, but 
as we have recently been blessed with 
a considerable revivai of religion, 


ratitude to the Great Head of the’ 
g 


Church, our dear Redeemer, requires 
that it should not be passed over in 
silence. A revival of religion com- 
menced in Middiebury, June 1816, 
and extended to oiher towns. A se- 
vere drought also prevailed in this 
part of the country during the spring, 
suamer and autumn of the year IS16, 
which occasioned no small anxiety 
and alarm, and was made subservi- 
ent fo the cause of Christ. But not- 
withstanding the drought, and while 
the work of Divine Grace was power- 
ful and triumphant in adjacent towns, 
an astonishing degree of stupidity 
reigned in this place. The wise and 
foolish virgins slumbered together.— 

Early in the fall, however, a few in- 
dividuals appeared to awake, and be- 
ing convinced of our need of the effu- 
sions of the Holy Spirit, became ear- 
nest and persevering in prayer. A- 
bout the same time a few young peo- 
ple became unusually serious. “They 
continued in nearly the same state of 
mind for several weeks. ‘This was a 
season of anxious and solemn sus- 
pense. Sometimes we concluded the 
seriousness was increasing ; at others 
it was impossible to tell whether it was 
stationary or declining. At length an 
individual obtained a hope ; but there 
was not another instance of the kind 
for a fortnight. On the 4th of Octo- 


ber 1816, the Church chose a com- 
mittee of twelve men to visit all the 
members, enquire into their spiritual 


‘duced considerable solemnity. 
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state and make a report at the nex¢ 
monthly church meeting. The coin. 
mittee were in some degree faith{ul to 


their appointinent; and the measure. 


was instrumental of considerable good. 
By this time, the revival had begun ; 
it continued for a number cf months ; 
and there were instances of hopeful 
conversion during the last spring and 
summer. What might with propriety 
be calied the revival, continued about 
4 months. To us the meetings were 
highly interesting; but 1 would not 
protract the narrative with a detail of 
circumstances, when similar ones are 
witnessed in every religious revival, 
The circumstances of one meeting, 
however, are deemed worthy of re- 
cord. It was the evening of new 
year’s day. There was a conference 
meeting in a school-i “house, in which 
21 persous arose and spoke in favour 
of religion and in praise of their Re- 
deemer. Many of these, in the judg- 
ment of charity, were new-born babes 
in Christ. ‘The meeting was free 
from enthusiasm, or a noisy, boister- 
ous zeal. It was still and. soleni, 
and many wept. Many circumstan- 
ces conspired to render the season 
deeply interesting. We had that 
day attended the funeral of a young 
man, cut down in the bloom of life, 
with ‘only one week’s illness; and as 
he had mauy relatives, his death pro- 
This, 
together with the reflections that 
would natura lly arise, at such a time 
and on such an occasion, reudered 
the season peculiarly solemn. As 
they had commenced a new year, 
many seemed resolved to live a new 
life. 

A solemn stilluess characterized the 
work. A stranger probably would 


have discovered nothing unusual in 


the place; while the observing Chris- 
lian could but see that Jehovah was 
among us in very deed. Modesty 
and diffidence of their hope were 
characteristic of the converts. They 
were of various ages from 50 down to 
ll years. Infidelity and other delu- 
sions fled before the light and power 
of truth; and some, who dad long 





been held in the chains of destructive 
heresy, were redeemed from its thral- 
dom, and made to grace the triumph’s 
of the cross. On the 19th of Janua- 
ry 1817, there were 9 persons receiv- 
ed into the Church; on the 23d of 
March, 13; and 12 since that time. 
Making in all 34; 9 of whom were re- 
ccived by letters from sister churches, 
and 25 by a relation of their religious 
experience. 

‘This revival prevailed in the Bap- 
tist Society in this town; and perhaps 
in propertion to their number was as 
great as with us. Previous to the 
commencement of the revival among 
us, the Methodists found access into a 


part of the town inhabited chiefly, 


by universalisis, collected a meeting, 
and were undoubtedly instrumental of 
good. It is believed that the Holy 
Spirit blessed their labours, and that 
by their instrumentality some souls 
were broveht home to Christ. Not- 
withstanding our ey of senti- 
ments, there is a good degree of har- 
mony among the different religious 
denominations of this town. I am 
cordially received among them, espe- 
cially among the Baptists, who. usual- 
ly attend meeting when I preach in 
their neighbourhoods, and appear to 
receive the word with all readiness. 
The number ef hopeful converts in 
the late revival is about 60. The 
number is small compared with the 
many thousands of Israel in other 
places; yet this work deserves to be 
recorded to the everlasting honour of 
cur Redeemer. “ What shall we ren- 
der unto the ‘Lord, for all his ben- 
efits °” 

There bave been 5 revivals of re- 
ligion since the formation of this 
Cc ‘hureh, besides seasons of unusual se- 
riousness in seme neighbourhoods. 
The present number of members is 
165, besides 18 who have removed 
from this place at different tines, 
without receiving letters of dismission. 
There have been seven excommunica- 
tions. 

The sentiments embraced by this 
Church, are what, by way of distine- 
tion, we teri “ the doctrines of grace.” 
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These are the doctrines which have 
been ineulcated, and blessed by the 
Holy Spirit to the awakening and con- 
version of sinners, and the edification 
of believers. 

There is in this place a Female 
Cent Society, which annually contri- 
butes its mite for the support of For- 
eign Missiens. There is also a Juve- 
nile Tract Society, formed a year ego 
last August, cousisting of nearly an 
hundred members. We have paid 
considerable aftention to Catechetic- 
al instruction; and Sabbath Schools 
were established last summer in six 
districts, and attended with enecoura- 
ging success. Here we would erect 
our © Ebenezer,” a monument to the 
praise of our God and Saviour; and 
in view of the prosperity. of this 
Church, exclaim with devout humility 
and lively gratitude, “ Not unto vs; 
not untu us; but unto thy name be all 
the glory.” Yours Dear Sir, with res- 
pect, Daniez O. Morton. 

Shoreham, Vi. Jan. 14, 1818. 





BIBLE ASSOCIATION IN GEORGE- 
TOWN, D. C. oe 

On the 26th of January a Biblé As- 
sociation was formed at Gergetown, 
auxiliary to the Bible Society of the 
District of Columbia. 

The following Officers 
for the ensuing year. 

Rev. Henry Foxhall, Presicnt. 

Rev. Mr. Kieth, Rev. Thomas B 
Balch, Vice Presidenis. 

Wm. @lagett, Treasurer. 

Dr. Thos. Henderson, Secretary. 


We umke the following extracts 
from an Address delivered before the 
Meeting, by SAmust Bayarp, Lsa. 

“Some may say that we will lay 
a heavy tax on the poor—certainly 
not. We wish to plunder no man of 
his raiment, or take from him that 
sustenance which nature demands ; 
but we wish to open to the poor, 
sources of intellectual, moral, and 
spiritual improvement. Who would 
reproach the poor widow for bringing 
her mite, wherewith to purchase a 


Bible? 


were chosen 
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Never will poverty be banished 
from the world until the principles of 
the Bible shall universally prevail. If 
we wish then to improve the condition 
of the poor, let us attend to their mor- 
al cultivation—then will industry, har- 
mony and comfort, pervade their 
dwellings ; and that they are capable 
of such improvements, we will only 
ask you to look over this place—see 
how many children are collected from 
our streets, and placed within the 
reach of the means of grace, through 
the instrumentality of Sunday Schools. 
Fields of usefulness are thus opening 
to our view; fields in which angels 
unseen, delight to tread. 

“What motives can we possibly lay 
before you which have not reached 
you before this time? Happily the age 
in which we live is an age of Bibles— 
Infidelity has retired, and the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures is placed beyond 
all question. If then the Scriptures 
are clothed with those properties, 
which enable us to ascertain their 
heavenly original, surely it is our duty 
to be employed in this work. 

“ Consider those discoveries which 
are made to us in the inspired volume 
of the Supreme Being—we are not left 
to grope in Pagan darkness—we are 
not abandoned to our vain notions 
respecting the nature of the Supreme 
Being. The Heathen .is degraded by 
superstition—he renders homage to 
the heavenly bodies, which to the 
Christian are but the luminous points 
of Jehovah’s throne. Turn from the 
idolatry of the Heathen, to the wor- 
ship of the Christian. 

“‘ He learns from the Scriptures, the 
existence of one infinite and eternal 
Being: he becomes acquainted with 
his will, and is furnished with every 

ossible motive to the pursuit of holi- 
ness and the abhorrence of sin. Where 
in the pages of ancient wisdom can 
we find morals so pure reaching to the 
very sources of action! Where can 


we find such lofty representations of 
the power and glory of God ; such un- 
sullied precepts of rectitude, such 
views of duty, such pictures of happi- 
ness, such delineations of misery ?— 
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Indeed the writers of this book seér 
to have ranged througl the counsels 
of Jehovah, and with unrivalled bold- 
ness, they wield his lightuings against 
the transgressor, whilst they unfold the 
richest mercy to the penitent. 

“ But if another motive is needed, 
consider that mysterious plan of re- 
demption which is brought to light in 


the Bible, in the contemplation of 


which angels are bewildered. Ponder 


in your minds the infinite dignity of 


that atonement which has been made 
in behalf of mankind. Even the hea- 
then acknowledge that without shed- 
ing of blood, there is no remission. 
Therefore it is that so many victims 
fall, so many aliars overflow with 
blood. But in the Scriptures an a- 
tonement is revealed tha: infinitely 
transcends the sins of the penitent, 
superior to the claims of the law, and 
equal to our wants. The atonement 
thus becomes the basis of solid happi- 
ness to man. 

“ Lastly consider that immortality, 
for the knowledge of which we are in- 
debted to the Bible. Immortality is 
the glory of our race—and this im- 
mortality is surrounded in the Scrip- 
tures with inconceivable grandeur by 
that one offering which was made on 
the cross. They who are the desti- 
tute of revelation naust form but very 
imperfect notions of a future state—if 
they conceive of future happiness, it 
is the happiness of the sensualist, not 
of the followers of the Saviour. But 
how charming are the prospects, how 
brilliant are the hopes which revela- 
tion discloses when this mortal being 
shall end, when the shadows of evening 
shall gather around us, we look for the 
beams of the morning—fer life and 
immortality are brought to light in 
the gospel. Death snaps for a mo- 
ment our earthly ties, but they are to 
be renewed in distant worlds. 

‘“‘ To this enterprise of benevolence, 
Fellow-Citizens, we invite you. It is 
not the honour of a party, the glory 
of a sect which attracts our efforts—it 
is the glory of God, and the honour 
of his Son’s kingdom, now when the 
world is at peace, when the hero has 











yelinquished his sword, when the bow 
of the Savage lies uustrung at his fee:, 
when the war horse is stripped of his 
trappings, shail Christians alone sound 
the trumpet !—Shall not Christians be 
at peace f 

“ We hail the time then when the 
Bible shall be spread through the 
world, when ii shall be the companion 
of the cottager and the prince ; when 
the deepest vale of ignorance shall be 
illumined by the knowledge of God, 
as it shines in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” 





New Ausiliaries to the National Society. 


“The Berkshire B. S.” (Mass.) be- 
eame auxiliary }7th July, 1817. Rev. 
Samuel Shepard, Secretary, Lenox. 

“The Femate B. S. of Lebanon,” 
(Ohio) in September, 1817. Mrs. Eliza 
Collet, Cor. Secretary, Lebanon. 

“The St. Clairsville B.S. (Belmont 
Co. Ohio;) recently instituted. Rev. 
Joseph Anderson, President; Mr. Al- 
exander Armstrong, Cor. Secretary ; 
Mr. Samuel Petts, Treasurer. 

“ The Union auxiliary B. S. of Po- 
land,” (Trambull Co. Ohio ;) institu- 
ted 2! December, 1817. Mr. John 
Struthers, Secretary, Poland. 

“ The Connellsville auxiliary B. S.” 
(Penn.) recently formed. Mr. John 
J. Trevor, Secretary, Conne/sville. 

The above, added to those before 
mentioned, make the number of aux- 
iliaries now known to be one Aundred 
and thirty two.—Chris. Her. 





Octavo Stereotype Bible. 


It is with much pleasure that we 
are enabled to state, that the first edi- 
tion of the octavo Bible, which is now 
printing from the stereotype plates, 
cast for the American Bible Society, 
will soon be finished,—say in all this 
month. The delay in putting it to 
press was occasioned by the anxious 
and very laudable desire of the Board 
of Managers to do all in their power 
to cause the copy to be made as cor- 
rect as practicable: and the requisite 
psius have not been spared to eflect 
hat important object. 











Ntw Auxiliaries to the A. B. S.—8v0.. Stereotype Bible. oe7 


When we take into consideration 
that the type of this octavo Bible is 
four sizes larger than that of the com- 
mon school Bible (in nonpareil) for- 
merly used in this country, and that 
to Auxiliary Societies the price of a 
copy prinied on excellent white pa 
per, like that of the present edition, 
and substantially and neatly bound, 
will not exceed ene dollar and a quar- 
ter, we presume that it will be deemed 
a valuable acquisition to the Bible 
cause in this country. 

The plates for the minion Bible 
have not yet undergone sufficient ex- 
amination and correction, to be put to 
press. It will be some weeks before 
that can be done with propriety. 

As some persons unacquainted with 
the nature of this busivess have ex- 
pressed considerable disappoitment 
that the stereotype plates of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society have not been soon- 
er made ready for the press, we would 
refer such to Owen’s History of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
page 102, (American edition) where 
it appears that an impression from 
the frst stereotype work executed for 
that Institution, with all its abundant” 
means, (which was only an octavo 
New Testament,) was not completed 
till September 1805, sixteen months 
afier the organization of the Society ; 
and that this was ‘ the frst article pro- 
vided by the British aud Foreign Bible 
Society for home circulation.”—CAh. 
Herald. 





The subscriber hereby acknowledges with 
respect and gretiiude, the receipt of forty 
dollars from the Ladies of Westminster 
Society in Canterbury, to constitute him 
a member for life of the Connecticut Bible 
Society. While they de this as a * testimo- 
ny of affection and respect for their Pas- 
tor.” he can readily conceive, (agreeably 
to their communication on the sabject, ) 
that they are “ deeply affected with the de- 
plcrabie condition of these who are desti- 
tute of the word of life; and that they are 
‘+ desirous of aiding those who are engaged 
in the truly benevolent work of imparting 
the glad tidings of salvation to all people.” 
May many souls ready to perish he enlight- 
ened, sunctified and saved by their liberal 
exertions (o disseminate divine truth; and 
ftway their own souls be plentifelly watered 
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from the rich fountain of divine love, whose 
streams they are so engaged to have com- 
wunicaied to all their fellow creatures. 
&RASTUS LEARNED. 
Canterbury, Dec. 9, 1817. 





Extract of a letter from Richmond, Va. 
dated January Sth, received by a gen- 
tleman in Boston. 


An eloquent preacher was an- 
nounced to discourse this morning at 
the Monumental Church. I attended 
—Mr. Ravenscroft (the preacher’s 
name) is about 45 years of age—has 
an elegant commanding figure—a 
voice harmonious and powerful, with 
gesture and manner sincere and im- 
pressive—which with a correctness of 
composition and connectednes of the 
subjects treated on, led me to rank 
this among some of the n:ost impres- 
sive sermons [ ever heard. But inde- 
pendent of manner and composition, 
it is rendered more particularly inte- 
resting, by having since learnt, that 
Mr. Ravenscroft is the gentleman wlio 
two years ago, was so far from pos- 
sessing the feelings he at present ex- 
periences, that he forbad, and I be- 
lieve even chastized his negro siaves, 
for exhorting and praying together, 
until by accident he overheard one of 
them praying to pardon and forgive 
his master, for having prevented his 
worshipping ‘with his fellow slaves ; 
which circumstance, so striking, bro’t 
on thoughtfulness, and finally convic- 
tion of the truth and importance of re- 
Sigion.— Boston Recorder. 





LITTLE HENRY AND HIS BEARER. 


We not long since advertised ‘this little 
work for sale at this Office. Perhaps some 
may have thought, from our calling ét an 
Eastern Tale, that it was one of those com- 
mon cach peony stories that originated in 
the frnitful :macination of the writer We 
are we!! satisfied, however, that the facts 
on which this interesting History is found- 
ed, ace sulstantially true. fn the Journal 
of Xbdool Messeeh, one ofthe native read- 
ers in india, (see Vol. L. p. 149) it is stated: 


“ After m 


took the children, an 


ning worship Abdool 
1 went into the 
for the afternoon. 


ready P : 
ceh were collected, 


Fort to! 


Wien wih tke CHG 


he read ta them tire story 
and his bearer. ‘hey all expressed 
great delight. Ww hen he bad finished, 
the eldest of his nephews said, ‘Now 
I must of necessity be baptized.’ ” 


of § ffenry 


Tp the Panoplist for November, the P.*- 
itor has reviewed the History of Litt 
Henry and his Bearer. We have room 
only for the following extracis: 

“ To those who judge of books by 
their size, the little voluine before us 
will seem a very trifling production ; 
but if estimated by the intrinsic ex- 
cellence of its contents, when regard- 
ed as a narrative of facts, and those 
facts considered in relation to the best 
interests of men, its worth would ex- 
ceed that of many a ponderous folio, 
by whose side its minuteness would 
scarcely attract the notice of the pur- 
chaser, or the glance of the Specta- 
tor. Children left without parents 
at an early age is no unfrequent oc- 
currence ; 
those parents on a dying bed, it is 
feared, can with the faith of Henry’s 
mother commend their helpless of: 
spring to the protection of a Father 
in heaven. This inieresting circum- 
stauce is thus related in the narra- 
tive: 

“ Henry L. was born at Dinapore 
in the East Indies. His papa was an 
officer in the Company’s service, and 
was killed in attacking a mud fort be- 
longing toa petty Rajah,a few months 
after the birth of his son. His mam- 
ma also died before he was a year old. 
Thus little Henry was left an orphan 
when he was a very little babe; but 
his dying mother, ‘when taking her 
last farewell of him, lifted up her eyes 
to heaven, and said, ‘ O God, I leave 
my fatherless child. with thee, c laim- 
ing thy promise with all humility, vet 
in full confidence that my babe will 


never be left destitute; for in thee the $ 


fatherless find mercy.’ ” 


*.* Freoma desire manifested by several 
C lergy men that this little hook might be 
extensively circulated, the price at this of- 
fice will hereafter be 
12 1-2 cents retail. 
$t per dozen. 
The postage to those who order them by 
mail will be equa! to 12 sheets per dozen. 


but a small proportion of 
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